Date: ______________________________

Dear Senator:

In these difficult economic times, some of your colleagues are using immigrants as scapegoats.  I’m writing to encourage you to resist such attempts and to oppose bills that hurt immigrants and other marginalized communities, including:

· Legislation to force applicants for public aid to show government-issued identification, which 11 percent of citizens do not have (SB 9, which has passed)

· Legislation to mandate employers to use the federal E-Verify program, an online database program so riddled with errors that eligible workers come back as ineligible and unauthorized workers clear the system as eligible (SBs 637, which has passed, and 947)

· Legislation to force local and state law enforcement to conduct immigration checks on anyone with whom they come into contact (SBs 515 and 891)

· Legislation that would make English the official language of the Commonwealth (HBs 361 and 888)

· Legislation that would deny birth certificates to babies born in the United States to parents without papers, undermining over 140 years of the enforcement of the 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution (HBs 474 and 857)
Every academic study with legitimate methodology shows that immigrants, including those without authorization, are a net economic gain for the country.  Every legitimate study shows that immigrants- with or without papers- commit crime at a lower rate than natural born citizens.
And pro-immigrant litigators continue to win court victories in challenges to unconstitutional anti-immigrant laws in other places, including Hazleton, Farmers Branch, TX, and Arizona.

Immigrants are a benefit to our commonwealth and our country.  Please do everything you can to ensure that Pennsylvania is a welcoming state for newcomers.
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